FOREWORD 

The history of the kings of the Vish^ukufldin dynasty, who ruled over 
Coastal Andhra Pradesh for well over a period of two centuries, mark an important 
epoch in the history and culture of Andhra Pradesh. They succeeded the Ikshvltkus 
of Vijayapuri or Nagarjunakonda, as is evidenced from the hoard of their coins 
recovered by the undersigned in course of excavation works at Yeleswaram. The 
Vishnukuiidins, like the Ananda GOtrins, Salankayanas, Brhatphalayanas, revived 
Hinduism, after a spell of Buddhism, patronized by the queens of their predecessors, 
the Ikshvakus. It is interesting to note that recently discovered copper plates of 
Vishpukuxidin Govindavarma, from Tummalagudem in Nalgonda district revealed 
that the early members of the dynasty, like the Ikshvakus, patronized Buddhism as 
well as Hinduism and constructed temples and viharas. The Vishimkufldin kings 
established ghatikasthanas (universities of learning) ; excavated cave temples. This 
in short, is the contribution of the Vishjruikundins to the culture of Andhra Pradesh. 

Historical research has been going on since well over 30 years to write 
their history by a host of scholars like K. V. Lakshmanarao and M. Somasekhara 
Sarma, B. V. Krishna Rao, K. A. Nilakantha Sastri, V. S. Ramachandramurthy, 
Prof. V. V. Mirashi, R. S. Panchamukhi, J. Dubreuil, D. C. Sarcar, Prof. Rallabandi 
Subbarao, Dr. R. Subrahmanyam, Mohd. Abdul Waheed Khan etc. All of them 
had to face serious problems in fixing up the chronology and genealogy of 
kings of the Vishrmkutidin dynasty as their copper plates, which were six in number, 
provided only regnal periods of the donors of the various charters and gave different 
pedigrees sometimes unconnected with the others. Different genealogical tables 
have been formulated basing on the common epithets of kings mentioned in their 
charters, coupled with meagre synchronisms, culled out from the records of 
Vakatakas, Eastern Gangas of Kalinga, Eastern Chajukyas of Vengi etc. No two 
genealogical tables suggested by any scholar agree with the other and so is the case 
with the chronological arrangement. 

The recent discovery of the two sets of copper plates from Tummalagudem 
in Nalgonda district, belonging to GSvindavarman and Vikramendra-bhattaraka- 
varman II of the Vish^ukupdin dynasty, opened new vistas in their history. The 
former was issued in the 37th regnal year of GOvindavarman and the latter was 
issued in the llth regnal year of Vikramendra-bhattarakavarman II corresponding 
to Saka 488=A.D. 566. Even though scholars expressed relief and satisfaction at 
the discovery of these copper plate grants they posed more problems, than those 
that have been solved by them. 

In the following pages, Dr. N. Venkataramanayya traced out the history 
of the Vishflukufldin dynasty in his own scholarly fashion and has propounded 
certain theories basing on the evidences from contemporary sources. 

Hyderabad, MOHD. ABDUL WAHEED KHAN, 

29-12-1973 Director 



PREFACE 

The present monograph sums up the results of my study of the 
Vish^ukundin history. It began as one of the usual symposia in the 
Epigraphy section of the Department of Archaeology and Museums, after 
the publication in the Bharati of the two sets of the Tummalagudem (Indra- 
palanagar) plates by Sri B. N. Sastri ; Sarvasri P. V. Parabrahma Sastri, 
our Assistant Director, S. Dasarathi, the Cataloguer in the State Museum 
and the Assistant Epigraphists, M.V.N., Aditya Sarma, N.Mukunda Rao and 
A. Murali Mohan were the other participants in the interminable discus- 
sions which went on nearly for an hour to hour and a half every day in 
the forenoon as soon as we all assembled in the office. Some times the 
discussions would crop up again during the course of our work in the day. 
Occasionally, on holidays the discussions took place in No. 14, Readers 
Quarters, Osmania University Campus, the residence of Dr. R. Subrah- 
manyam, the then Professor of History in the University, when he and 
Dr. R. Narasimha Rao, Reader in History in the Arts College, would join 
us, and help us by their valuable suggestions and criticisms. Each of us 
approached the problems, specially genealogy and chronology, in his own 
way. We never reached any agreement. I started to put down my views in 
writing for clarification, so that the other participants in the discussion 
may understand them clearly. The result is the present monograph, 
which I am presenting to the scholarly public interested in the study of 
Andhra History and Culture. I have chosen Telugu as the medium of 
my expression, because I could use directly the language of the inscriptions 
without being put to the necessity of translating it into English. I offer my 
grateful thanks to the other scholars who joined in the discussion, although 
the views propounded in the monograph are exclusively mine. 



6 HEMAKUTA ' N* Venkataramanayya 

Vidyanagar, Hyderabad. 
3-8-1970. 
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S. K. Sinha, I.A.S. . . . . . . 12.00 

19. Eastern Chalukyan Temples of Andhra : 

Dr. M. Rama Rao .. .. .. 6,50 



Rs. Ps. 
8.00 

6-50 



20. Early Chalukyan Temples of Andhra : 
Dr. M. Rama Rao 

1965 

21. Architecture of the Early Hindu Temples of 
Andhra Pradesh : K. V. Soundani Rajan . . 

1966 

22. A Catalogue of Inscriptions Copied up to 1964 6.00 

1967 

23. The Temples of Srisailam : 

Dr. M. Rama Rao .. .. .. 10.00 

24. Medieval History of the Deccan, Vol. II : 

S. K. Sinha, I.A.S". . . . . . . 11 . 00 

1968 

25. A Monograph oo the Discovery of Mural 
Paintings at Alladurg : 

Md, Abdul Waheed Khan, F.R.A.S. [Lond.) 15.00 

1969 

26. Bouddha Darsanam : 

K. Lakshmana Sastrl : (Teiugu) .. 16.00 

27. A Monograph on an Early Buddhist Stupa al 
Kesanapally : 

Md. Abdul Waheed Khan, F.R.A.S. (Lond.) . . 9. 

1970 

28. Copper Plate Inscriptions of Andhra Pradesh 
State Museum, Vol.11: N. Ramesan .. 15. 



29. Studies in Medieval Deccan History: X.Ramesan 26.00 



30. Select Andhra Temples: M. Rama Rao 

31. Select Epigraphs of A. P. .. 

32. Corpus of Inscriptions in the TeJangana 
Districts, Pan IV : 

M. Somasekhara Sarma ... 

33. Krishnadevarayalu : 

Dr. N. Venkataramanaiah : (Teiugu) 

34. The Sculpture of Kakatiyas : 

Dr. S. Gopaiakrtihna Murthy . . 



13.00 
26.50 

40.00 
15.00 
20.00 



35. Vijayanagara Chariira : 

Dr. N. Venkataramanaiah, Part -I: (Teiugu): 12.50 

36. Andhra Sculptures : Prof. Ganguly . . 40.00 

37. The Art of Lepakshi : 

Dr. S. Gopalaknshna Murthy . . 10 00 

38. Penir Inscriptions .. 8.00 

39. Stone Sculptures in the Alampur Museum : 

Md. Abdul Waheed Khan, F.R.A.S. (Lond.).. 106.00 

40. Vishnukundins : Dr. JV. Venkataramanaiah . . 



Museum Series 



I960 Rs. Ps. 

^nch-Marked Coins in Andhra Pradesh 
government Museum : Dr. P.L. Gupta . . 5 . 00 

1961 

Satavahana Coins in Andhra Pradesh Govern- 
nent Museum : Dr. M. Rama Rao . . 3 . 50 

3utub Shahi Coins in Andhra Pradesh Govern- 

ment Museum : Abdul Wall Khan . . 5.00 

1962 

A Catalogue of the Vijayanagar Coins of 
\ndhra Pradesh Government Museum : 
V. Ramesan . . .. . . 6-00 

A Catalogue of the Ikshwaku Coins in 

\ndhra Pradesh Government Museum: 

Dr. R. Sitbrahmanyam . . . . . . 3-00 



1965 
Annual Report of Epigraphy for 1965 

^iddhodvaha of Nrsimha : P. V.P. Sastry 



Rs. Ps. 
5.50 



2.50 



1963 

6. The Amaravati-Hoard of Silver Punch- 
Marked Coins : Dr. P. L. Gupta 

7. Bahmini Coins in the Andhra Pradesh Govt. 
Museum : Mohd. Abdul Wait Khan 

8. Western Kshatrapa Coins: Dr. H.V. Trivedi 

1965 

9. A Catalogue of Yadava Coins in the Andhra 
Pradesh Government Museum : 

Dr. R. Subrahmanyam 

1966 

10. A Catalogue of Roman Coins in the Andhra 
Pradesh Government Museum : 
Dr. Parameswarilal Gupta 



Epigraphy Series 



1968 



3. The Guntupally Brahmi Inscription of 
Kharavela : Dr. R. Subrahmanyam 

1972 

4. Report on Epigraphy for 1966 



Miscellaneous 



Spigraphia Andhrica, Vol. I : 
Edt. by Dr. N. Venkataramanaiah 



s 



Rs. Ps. 
25.00 

18.00 
3.50 



4.00 



14.00 



Rs. Ps 
2.00 
11.00 



15-00 



Journal of the Andhra Historical 

Research Society: Edt. by Dr. R. Subrahmanyam 

'ol. XXXII (Parts I-IV): (1972) . . 14.00 



3. Journal of the Andhra Historical Research Society : 
Vol. XXXIII - Part - 1 : (1972 - 1973) 

(The Indus People Begin to Speak) : By S. R. Rao. 
Edt. by Dr. R. Subrahmanyam . . 6.50 

4. Epigraphia Andhrica, Vol.11 : (Under Print) 



s can be had from : 

THE PUBLICATION BUREAU, DIRECTORATE OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, 

Opp: GoTt Central Press, CH ANCH ALGUD A, HYDERABAD- A. P. 



RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Archaeological Series 



I960 



1. Piklihal Excavations : Dr. F. R. Allchin .. 

1961 

2. Glimpses of Buddhism : N. Ramesan .. 

3. Kannada Inscriptions of Andhra Pradesh : 
Dr. P. Sreenivasachar .. . . 

4. Neurgaon Inscription of Raniachandra 

Dr. P. Sreenivasachar . . . . . . 

5. Utnur Excavations : Dr. F. R. Allchin . . 

1962 

6. Copper Plate Inscriptions of Andhra Pradesh 
Government Museum, Vol. I : N. Ramesan.. 

7. Lepakshikalamandapam : Dr. S. Gopala- 
krishnamurthy : (Telugu) . . . . 



8. The Tundi Copper Plate Grant of Visnu- 
kundin King Vikramendravarma : 

Dr. R. Subrahmanyam . . . . . . 

9. Select Stone Inscriptions from the Andhra 
Pradesh Government Museum : 

Prof. P. B. Desai . . . . . . 

1963 

10. Visnukundin Coins in Andhra Pradesh 

Government Museum : Dr. M. Rama Rao , . 

1 1 . Eastern Chalukyan Coins in Andhra Pradesh 
Government Museum : Dr. M. Rama Rao . . 

12. Jain Vestiges in Andhra : Dr. S. Gopala- 
krishnamurthy . . .. . . 

13. Select Gold and Silver Coins in Andhra 
Pradesh Government Museum : 

Dr. M. Rama Rao . . . . . . 

14. A Monograph on Yeleswaram Excavations : 
'Md. Abdul Waheed Khan, F.R.A.S. (Lond.) 

15. The Archaeological Bulletin No. II : 

Dr. P. Sreenivasachar . . . . 

1964 

16. An Early Sculpture of Narasimha : 

Md. Abdul Waheed Klian, F.R.A.S. (Lond.}.. 

17. Salihundam, a Buddhist Site in Andhra 
Pradesh: Dr. R. Subrahmanyam .. 

18. Medieval History of the Deccan, Vol. I : 

S. K. Sinha* I.A.S. .. .. .. 

19. Eastern Chalukyan Temples of Andhra : 
Dr. M. Rama Rao .. .. - . 



Rs. Ps. 
15.00 

15-00 
10.00 

1-50 
10.00 

15.00 

4 . 00 

3-00 

5 .00 

5.00 

3-50 

14.00 

2.50 
20.00 
25 . 00 



Rs. Ps. 



1.00 
24.00 

12-00 
6.50 



20. Early Chalukyan Temples of Andhra : 

Dr. M. Rama Rao . . . . , . S . GG 

1965 

21. Architecture of the Early Hindu Temples of 
Andhra Pradesh : A'. I '. Soimdara Rajan , . 6 . 50 

1966 

22. A Catalogue of Inscriptions Copied up to 1964 6,00 

1967 

23. The Temples of Snsailam : 

Dr. M. Rama Rao .. .. .. 10.00 

24. Medieval History of the Deccan, Vol. II : 

S. K. Sinha* I.A.S. . . . . . . 11 .00 

196S 

25. A Monograph on the Discovery of Mural 
Paintings at Alladurg : 

Md. Abdul WclieedKhan* F.R.A.S. [Lond.} 15. OC 

1969 

26. Bouddha Daisanam : 

K. Lakshmana Saslri : (Tehtgu) 

27. A Monograph on an EarK Buddhist Stupa at 
Kesanapall> : 

Md. Abdul Waheed Khan, F.R.A.S. (Lond.] . . 

1970 

28. Copper Ptote Inscriptions of Andhra Pradesh 
State Museum, Vol. II : X Ramesan 

29. Studies in Medieval Deccan History: N. Ramesan 26. 

30. Select Andhra Temples: M. Rama Rao . . 13.00 

31. Select Epigraphs of A. P. .. .. 26.50 

32. Corpus of Inscriptions in the Telangana 
Districts, Par! IV : 

M. Somasekhara Sarma ,- _ 40.00 

33. Krishnadevarayalu : 

Dr. A r . Venkataramanaiah : (Telugu) .. 15.00 

34. The Sculpture of Kaiatiyas : 

Dr. S. Gopalaknslma Murthy . . . . 20.00 

35. Vijayanagara Charitra : 

Dr. A 7 . Venkaiaramanaiah, Part -I: (Telugu i: 12.50 

36. Andhra Sculptures : Prof. Ganguly . . 40.00 

37. The Art of Lepakshi : 

Dr. S. Gopalakrishna Murthy 



9.1X1 



15.00 



1000 

8.00 



38. Perur Inscriptions 

39. Stone Sculptures in the Alampur Museum : 

Md. Abdul Waheed Khan, F.R.A.S. (Lond:... 106.00 

40. Vishnukundins : Dr. JV". Venkataramanaiah . . 



Museum Series 



1960 Rs. Ps. 

1. Punch-Marked Coins in Andhra Pradesh 
Government Museum : Dr. P.L. Gupta . . 5 . 00 

1961 

2. Satavahana Coins in Andhra Pradesh Govern- 
ment Museum : Dr. M. Rama Rao 



3. Qutub Shahi Coins in Andhra Pradesh Govern- 
ment Museum : Abdul Wait Khan 

1962 

4. A Catalogue of the Vijayanagar Coins of 
Andhra Pradesh Government Museum : 
N, Ramesan 

5. A Catalogue of the Ikshwaku Coins in 
Andhra Pradesh Government Museum: 
Dr.R. Subrahmanyam 



1965 

1. Annual Report of Epigraphy for 1965 

2. Siddhodvaha of Nrsimha : P. V.P. Sastry 



1. Epigraphia Andhrica, Vol. I : 

Edt. by Dr. N. Venkataramanaiah 



3.50 



5.00 



6.00 



3.00 



Rs. Ps. 

5.50 



2.50 



1963 

6. The Amarayati-Hoard of Silver Punch- 
Marked Coins : Dr. P. L. Gupta 

7. Bahmini Coins in the Andhra Pradesh Govt. 
Museum : Mohd. Abdul Wait Khan 

8. Western Kshatrapa Coins: Dr. H.V. Trivedi 

1965 

9. A Catalogue of Yadava Coins in the Andhra 
Pradesh Government Museum : 

Dr. R. Subrahmanyam 

1966 

10. A Catalogue of Roman Coins in the Andhra 
Pradesh Government Museum : 
Dr. Parameswarilal Gupta 



Epigraphy Series 



1968 



3. The Guntupally Brahmi Inscription of 
Kharavela : Dr. R. Subrahmanyam 

1972 

4. Report on Epigraphy for 1966 



Miscellaneous 



Rs. Ps. 

25.00 

18.00 

3.50 



4.00 



14.00 



Rs. Ps 

2.00 
11.00 



15-00 



2. Journal of the Andhra Historical 

Research Society: Edt. by Dr. R. Subrahmanyam 
Vol. XXXII (Parts 7-/F): (1972) . . 14.00 



3. Journal of the Andhra Historical Research Society : 
Vol. XXXIII - Part - 1 : (1972 - 1973) 

(The Indus People Begin to Speak) : By S. R. Rao. 
Edt. by Dr. R. Subrahmanyam . . 6.50 

4. Epigraphia Andhrica, Vol.ll : (Under Print) 



Copies can be had from : 

THE PUBLICATION BUREAU, DIRECTORATE OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, 

Opp: GoTt. Central Press, CH ANCH ALGU D A, HYDERABAD- A. P. 



